HAMPDEN AND  SHIP-MONEY
thirty-one names, and the first of these was that of
John Hampden. The amount of his assessment,
trifling in itself, was the largest on the list. The
insignificance of the sum when measured by Hamp-
den's known wealth added significance to his defiance.
His name, moreover, gave heart to everyone in the
county, who shared his detestation of the whole
business. When the returns were received at Court,
Hampden's name was immediately noted, as also
was that of Lord Saye and Sele, who was displaying
similar obstinacy in Warwickshire. Private repre-
sentations were of no avail, and in June, the arrears
still being in default, Temple received a summons,
signed by Laud and Wentworth with others, calling
upon him to appear before the Council. Sickness
prevented his attendance on the appointed day.
He was seized by a royal officer and kept in custody
at his own house. While in confinement he wrote
to his mother, Lady Hester Temple, in Dorset, that
he was to attend the King at Theobalds on the
iyth of July to c give an account to him what I have
done in the service, and as he likes my proceedings,
I am to continue in the messenger's hand, or be
released, or worse.5 He has not c so much time as
to do my duty to my dear Parents, nor to send to
them. Yet I had hoped that they would have sent
for a buck or what Stowe would afford before this
time. But seeing they will not, I will spare myself
so much time as to present now unto them one by
this bearer.' And then, in conclusion, * Although I
am debarred from Father, Mother, Wife, and Children
and State, though some of them far absent, with
this I present my duty, with these unhappy lines,
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